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A HAT 3s all men natural 
ly deſire? 


he Happineſs. 
Q. How is happineſs moſt uten, 


to be obtained ? 


A. By the knowledge and pratice 
of true religion. 
Q. What do you look upon as the 


true religion ? for all religions in the 


world pretend to that character, how 
= different and inconſiſtent one with an- | 
bother ſoever. 


A. The Chriſtian Religion, as it 18 


taught in the holy ſcriptures. 


Of what does this religion i in 
general conſiſt? 

A. Of theſe three graces, faith, 

hope, and charity. 
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= MY What i is Faith wx 

A. A fincere belicf of thoſe doc- 
trines which are propoſed to us upon 

ſufficient evidence, as true and neceſ- 


| Eternal happineſs. 
Q. How may we know what evi- 
& dence is ſufficient to prove the truth 
olf ſuch doctrines ? 
= A. Partly from the nature of the 
_ doctrines propoſed to us; which, if 
they contradict either reaſon, or the 
teſtimony of our ſenſes, are not wor- 
| thy to be believed by us; nor if they 
be inconſiſtent with any of thoſe at- 
tributes, which we may know, by the 
light of nature, to belong to the Deity; 
and partly "Shin the nature of the teſ- 
timony alledged in favour of thoſe 
4 doctrines; which teſtimony ought 
deeither to be viſible in the works of na- 
| ture, or to conſiſt of works truly mi- 
raculous. 
Qi. Therefore you ek not, with 
tte church of Rome, that the church's 
f authority is a ſufficient ground of faith, 
even in ſuch doctrines as manifeſtly 
contradict 
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. fary, or expedient for the obtaining of 


F z 15 
contradict n and "ne "inch 
teſtimony of our bodily ſenſes ? 

A. By no means, On the contrary, 
the church that requires ſuch a blind, 
implicit faith and ſubmiſſion to her 
authority, convinces me by this very 


thing, 


that ſhe does not act in it by 


divine commiſſion : It not being at 


all probable, that God has made any 
thing our duty, that would open a 
cate to all manner of impoſture. For 
what may not artful, and deſigning, 
and wicked men impoſe upon us, can 
they but once prevail with us to 
believe, upon the authority of any 
man, or body of men WN 
any thing contradictory to reaſon, or 
to the pln teſtimony of our ſenſes? 
which were given us by our wiſe 


Creator, partly to enable us to diſcover 


truth. By theſe are we to judge of the 
truth and meaning of revelation itſelf, 

Therefore you believe not the 
doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, or that, 


in the Lord's Supper, there is made by 


the conlecration of the bread and 


wine,” a converſion or change of the 
1 b 3 breads. 
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41 
breug into > the + of Chriſt, . 
the wine into his blood; ſo that, in 
the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
there is truly, really, and ſubſtantial- 

ly, the body and blood, together 
with the . and divinity of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, according to the creed 
of pope Pius IV. . 
A. This I will not believe upon 
any authority whatſover. 
Or that Chriſt is received, 
whole and entire, in every conſecrat- 
ed wafer or bit of bread? 

A. Neither will I believe this? 

Q. What reaſon have you for re- 
fuling to believe theſe doctrines ? 


A. My reaſon is this. That they 


neceſſarily infer theſe impious abſur- 
lities, that what in the Lord's Supper, 
after as well as before the conſecra- 
tion, has the colour, conſiſtency, ſmell 
and taſte of bread, is not really bread, 
but the very living body of Chriſt; 
that the living body of Chrift, 
though but one, is often eaten in 
many and diſtant places on earth, 
and is nevertheleſs at the ſame time 
reſiding 
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| even than ſuch an apparition. contra- 


N 
reſiding in Heaven. This I ought 
not to believe, even if it were avouch- 
ed by a ſeeming angel from heaven. 
Q. Why fo? 
A. Becauſe I am aſſured that it is 


falſe and impoſſible, by my reaſon, 


and bodily ſenſes; and theſe facul- 
ties are leſs liable to impoſe upon me, 


dicting my reaſon and bodily ſenſes. 
And what think you of pre- 
deſtination ? or of this doctrine, that 
God has choſen out of mankind a 
ſmall number, whom he makes vir- 
tuous by the irreſiſtable impulſe of 
his holy ſpirit, and bleſſes with eter- 


nal felicity, for the innocency and vir- 


tue which they were never tree either 


to chuſe or to refuſe; and that all 


the reſt of mankind are doomed to 


eternal miſery, for not performing 
what 1t never was in their power o 


have performed. 

A. I am fully perſuaded that this 
doctrine is falſe: Becauſe my reaſon 
aſſures me, that it would be cruel to 
make creatures miſerable for ever, 
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"for what it never was in their power 


to have holpen, and that it is impoſ- 


fible for the Father of Mercies to be 


| eruel Therefore I will not believe 


it, upon the authority of any creature 
whatſoever. . 


Q. What are the principal objects 


# of the faith of a Chriſtian ? 


. Theexiſtence or being of God ; 


Bis! rovidence, or watchful care over 
all his creatures; and the truth of 
the holy ſcriptures. 

Q. What is God as to bis at- 
tributes ? 


A. He is eternal. | 
Q. What is it to be eternal? 
A. To have neither beginning nor 


3 end of being. : 
8 E Therefore God always was, . 


now 1s, and ever will be? 

A. Moſt certainly. 

Q. What do you attribute to him 
beſides eternity? 

A. Infinity. 

Q. What is infinity ? _ 

A. A manner of exiſtence, abſo- 
| Jah unlimited. F or whatloever | is 


: 4 
FA 


5 [lt 3 1 
13 1 
2 A . * 
(5 23 "* * . * 
7 1 ' * * N 
| _ 5 EX s 
4 * + . ba 
\y a i i 
5 3 4 3 7 2 


We 


R 


* *” ny 


"" 
5 


* . 2 — 10 — 
,, be Er he oe 
DEE . 7 3 8 9 27 


A. That God is preſent in all 
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power of doing all things, which im- 
ply not either fin or contradiction. 


to are the natural attributes of the 


cribe to him? 


infinite cannot "Top circumſcribed or » 1 | 
limited by any boynds whatſoever. , 

Q. What follows from theſe two. 
attributes ? 


times and in all places, 


Q. What further do you attribute 


A. Omniſcience, or thè knowledge 
of all things, paſt, preſent, and W6—5üu 
come; and omnipotence, or the 


KB 
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Q. What we have ſpoken of hither- 
Deity. What moral ones do you. ak 


A. Wiſdom, juſtice, mercy, good. 
neſs and truth; which we are princtl- | 
pally concerned in, and which are in 
God in the utmoſt perfection. 1 

But what evidence have we of 
the exiſtence of the Deity? 4 ö 

A. The world,, and all things in i, 1 J [ 
both animate and inanimate. _ , ©... * 

Q. How do theſe things teſtify the 1 
exiſtence of the Supreme n . 9 3 

A. As.» i 
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A. As they are manifeſt effects of | 
power directed by wiſdom and . 
neſs 
. How do you prove them to be 
the effects of power ſo directed? 'F 
A. Not only by the things which 
exiſt viſibly, but by the beneficial 


and orderly, manner of their exiſting ; 


whereby proviſion is made for the 
47 and well-being of every 
iving creature. | 
Give me ſome inſtances of this 
wiſdom and goodneſs ? 

A. To begin with the ſun. That 
glorious fountain of light and heat, 
ts placed at fo juſt a diſtance in re- 
ſpect of this earth, as neither to burn, 
nor {ſuffer us to be frozen; and the 
courſe of it is directed in the happieſt 
manner 1maginable, to promote the 


earth's fruitfulneſs, which abounds 


not only with all things neceſſary for 


our ſuſtenance, but with a vaſt variety 


of things plealing to our bodily ſenſes, 
and with remedies againſt ſuch things 


as are diſagreeable, as the extremes 


of cold and heat, with which we are 
liable 


s 
liable to be afflicted by turns, and a- 
ainſt even real evils, ſuch as many 


$S } | 

# bodily diſtempers, and unhappy ac- 
x | cidents, which may ſometimes befal 

| + us. And though ſome creatures ſeem 
h tobe intended partly to ſupportothers 
1 1 with the loſs of their own lives, yet 
„not being endowed with any foreſight 
'> of their end, they have no trouble- 
y Z ſome apprehenſions to hinder them 
from enjoying themſelves to the ver 

4 Joying * 
s laſt moment. 

4 Q. But ſome aſcribe theſe things 

to chance, others to neceſſity. Might 
it Ka 7 — 

not the one or the other of theſe have 
> i h ll things? 
8 been the original cauſe of all things? 
A. As to chance, if we obſerve 
I 9 | well, the effects of that appears ſo 


Senn irregular, that if any effect 
of it appears regular, though in the 
# ſimpleſt inſtance, we are apt to look 
| upon ſo uncommon an appearance as 
ſome what of a prodigy. But in the 
works of nature no productions are 


ſo rare or ſcarce, as what are mon- 
5 0 | 
4 rous. In works inferior to thoſe of 


4 nature, we aſcribe nothing to chance, 
4 which 


ture manifeſt deſign, as much (to ſay 


their opinion? 


what do you infer from thence ? 


Power, as far as they come within 


[ 10 ] 7 
which has the marks of deſign upon 14 
it. No man in his ſenſes would / 
aſcribe a fine poem to the wanton * 
ſcribbling of an ideot, or of any one 
who had no knowledge of what he 
was doing. And as the works of na- 


the leaſt of them) as the moſt maſter- . 
ly performances of men, jt is certain- 
ly a ſtrange inſtance of perverſeneſs, 
when we aſcribe the latter to deſign, 8 
to impute the former to a blind un- 
thinking principle. 

Q. What you ſay ſeems very rea- 
ſonable. But there are ſome who aſ- 
cribe the exiſtence of the world to 3 
mere neceſſity. What think you of 
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A. Theſe men muſt acknowledge, 
that there is in nature an infinite 
8 4 
* Truly I think they muſt. But 


A. That when all the effects of that + 
our view, appear manifeſtly wiſe and 'F 


good, how. perverſe were it to fee , 
the | 


LOS 


* * LI * 
n Ithe original Cauſe of thoſe effects to 
d be void of wiſdom and goodneſs? as 
n Ine muſt be, if not intelligent, and 
© Mconſcious of his own actions. For 
1 urely they cannot imagine, that the 
effects of power proceed from no 
powerful agent, This would be ab- 
urd indeed: but certainly it would 
be no leſs ſo, to fancy that the effects 
of wiſdom and goodneſs, of which 


Ss = 
„ we behold innumerable inſtances, pro- 
N ceed from no wiſdom or goodneſs in 


1 heir original or firſt cauſe. 
Q. Lou ſpoke of the providence of 
8 God, as One object of the faith of a 
Chriſtian; what mean you by that 


to 
of providence? 
9 A. God's gracious care in govern- 


Ang the world, and ordering the affairs 
Ig 4 75 it in the wiſeſt and beſt i manner. 
12 Q. Does this care of God deſcend 
4 q to particulars ? 


A. Without doubt it does. 
1 4 Q. But what ſay you to the majeſ- 
in ty of God ? Is not that an objection 


do a particular providence? 


on A. Why ſo? | 
4 . Is 


ty 


fſurround us; many narrow AN 


[ 12 ] lh 
1s it not beneath ſo great a 
Being, to extend his care to indivi- F 
duals of every kind, how inconſider- 
able ſoe ver? ; 
A. Were the Supreme Being ſo li- 
mited in regard to power, that he 
could not take care of little things 
without labour, pains and wearinels, 1 
or without the neglect of weightier 
matters, there would be ſome weight 
in your objection. But a Being of in- 
finite power, who is every where pre- 
ſent and knows all things, is able alſo 
to perform all things, with equal facili- 
ty. This no finite being poſſibly can 
do. Therefore it can by no means de- 
rogate from the divine majeſty, to do e 
what no being can poſſibly perform, 1 
. 


who is not omnipreſent, omniſcient, 
and omnipotent. | | 

Qi. Whatinſtances have we of God's 
Provident care over us? 7 
A. To mention only a few: Our YN 
health and ſafe conduct through in- 
numerable dangers which continually ©} . 


T9 5 


and wonderful deliverances which 
V5 molt | 


13 | l 
moſt men have experienced; his 
L oft excellent laws, both of na- | 
ture and revelation, all of them cal- 
ulated for the improvement of our 
'Y 4 ninds, and for our peace and wel- 


1e Fare, both temporal and eternal. 

zs % Q. What mean you by the laws 
s, pf nature? 

er A. Thoſe rules of duty which ſeem 
ht "to be diſcoverable by the light of na- 


Aural reaſon, without divine inſpira- 


2. What by the laws of revela- 
bon! ? 

an A. Thoſe which God 1. made 
e- Town to us by the teaching of per- 
ons by him inſpired, and ſent to in- 
4 truct us more fully and truly in our 
ate and duty. 

105 Are there any ſuch laws now 
Ktant? 

A. Undoubtedly. = 
12 Where are hes to be met with ? 


ur; 

1. $ A. In the Old and New Teſtament: 
1 3 | Qs What call you the contents-of 
des he Old and New Teſtament? _- 
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[ 14 ] 
A. The holy goſpel or word of 
God. | 
Q. What reaſons. have you to. be- 
lieve them to be the word of God? 
A. The purity and excellency of 
the doctrines and precepts; the mi- 
racles in their favour; eſpecially the 
reſurrection of Chriſt jeſus, and his 
viſible aſcenſion into Heaven. 
. Q, What you ſpeak of, if true, is 
a ſufficient and full proof of the truth 
of tlie goſpel. But 5 proof have 
you of the reality of all this? parti- 
cularly of the refurrection and alcen- | 
ſion of Chriſt, Jeſus? © = 
A. As good a proof as any of 
which paſt facts are capable; the teſ- 
timony of ſome men who were eye- 
witneſſes of the facts, which theß 
themſelves publiſhed. _ 1 
But might not thoſe men be 
impoſed upon, and made to fancy 
that they ſaw blogs which were never 
really. tranſacted; ? 
A. This is not at all Poſſible. 
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7 A. Becauſe 
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A. Becauſe they had been, for 
fk time, conſtant followers of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, and had converſed 
familiarly with him; were preſent 
at his apprehenſion and trial ; were 
eye-witneſſes of the circumſtances of | 
his crucifixion, death, and burial ; ſaw 
and converſed often with him after 
his reſurrection; eat and drank with 
him; handled him with their hands; 
and laſtly, when the eleven apoſtles 
were all aſſembled together, he viſibly 
aſcended into Heaven; and that many 
= men ſhould fall into the ſame de- 
luſion, and be all fully perſuaded, 
that they had heard with their own 
ears, feen with their own eyes, and 
handled with their own hands, what 
was neither heard, ſeen, nor felt by 
them in reality, is much leſs credible, 
without doubt, than the wonders 
which they have atteſted. 

But after all, might not the 
ſtory of Chriſt's reſurrection and aſ- 
cenſion be a fiction, contrived by 
his apoſtles to get them a name, and 
CA make 
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make themſelves conſiderable in the 
world ? 


A. What grounds are there, do | 
you imagine, for ſuch a ſuſpicion? . 
Q. They gained by it innumer- 


able followers, Who loved, honour- 
ed, and obeyed them, with as much 
zeal and affection, as ever any prince 


was loved, honoured, and obeyed by | 
the moſt loyal ſubjects. ; 


A. That was no more than was to 
be expected from perſons convinced WF 
of the honeſty and integrity of the 


apoſtles, and of the truth, excellency, 


and importance of thoſe doctrines Mt. 
which they taught them. Neverthe- 
lefs this ſuſpicion had not been alto- 


gether groundleſs, had the apoſtles 
encouraged their followers to take 


arms and fight for them. But no ſuch 


practice did they allow of. On the 3% 


contrary, they choſe to propagate W 


their doctrines by preaching them di- 


ligently in many nations, and to con- 


firm them by their own goodneſs of +; 


life and ſufferings. This plainly de- 
monſtrates, it 


NN 
e monſtrates, that they had no ambiti- 
ous motives, nor any other than a 
0 I conſciouſneſs of the truth of thoſe 


doctrines, which they propagated 
r- with ſo much labour and hazard. 


- Q. What were thoſe doctrines 
h © which the apoſtles fo SITY and 
e ealouſly propagated ? 
7A. The moſt fundamental are 
= theſe ; that Jeſus whom the Jews cru- 
o cified, who roſe rom the dead, and 
d WF aſcended viſibly into Heaven, is the 
© Son of God; that he was ſent into the 
„ world to make ſatisfaction for our 
s ſins, by his own ſufferings and death, 
and to reform mankind both by pre- 
cept and example, and is ordained to 
be hereafter the judge of quick and 
2 dead. 
1 ** Whom mean you by the quick? 
i Thoſe perſons who ſhall be 
c 3 alive on the earth, in the day 
1- WF of judgment. 
QQ. Whom by the dead ? 
tf WW A. All who ever have died, or 
hall die, from the beginning of the 
world to that day. 
- G3 3 What 


18) 


1 ? 


from the dead. 


all men ? 
A. That he may render unto every 


good, or whether it has been evil. 


cepted of as good men? 


A. Thoſe who ſhall be found, in 


have obeyed the dictates of reaſon 
and revelation 
Q. Who will be finally rejected as 
bad men ? 
A. Thole who perſiſt wilfully m 
any courſes which are contrary to the 
dictates of reaſon and revelation. 

But there may be ſome, who 
having lived wickedly a long time, at 


become virtuous for the remaining 
part of their lives; will not theſe be 
xeckoned amongſt the righteous ? 

* A. We 


man according to what he has done 
here in the body, whether it has been | 


Q. What will precede this final | 
A. The reſurrection of all men : 


Q. To what end will Chriſt Judge 7 


Q. Who, on thgg day, will be ac- 


the general courſe of their lives, to | 
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length forſake their ſinful courſes, and | 
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1 
A. We are aſſured that they will. 
Q. What, after the day of judge- 


ment, will become of the wicked? 


A. They will go away into ever- 


2 laſting puniſhment. 


Q. What of the righteous ? 
A. They ſhall enter into life e- 
ternal. 
What mean you by life eternal? 
A. Aſtate of endleſs joy and felicity. 
Another of the chriſtian graces 
you tell us ĩs hope: What mean you 
by this word? 
A. I mean a comfortable pee 
ſion, that after our departure out of 


| this life, we ſhall not only eſcape 
| miſery, but ſhall obtain eternal life 


and happineſs. | 
Q. Wherein does the virtue of 


hope conſiſt? _ 7 


A. In its foundation on our honeſt 
deſires to know the will of Gop, and 


& diligent endeavour to pleaſe him, by 

the performance of thoſe terms, upon 

which ſalvation and happineſs are 
promiſed. 


Q. Therefore in any perſon wha! 


does 
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11 
does not endeavour to pleaſe Gov, 
but perſiſts impenitently in any habi- 
tual courſe of wickednels, hope 1 is no 
virtue? 

A. Hope is certainly a virtue, 
when it leads to repentance, and 
amendment of life. But for a wicked 
man, without theſe to hope for ſal- 
vation, ſavours too much of infidelity 
to be acceptable to Gop ; it being 
contradictory to Holy Scripture, 
which promiſes remiſſion of ſins upon 
no other candition, but that the 
wicked man conſider, repent, and 
turn from all his tranſgreſſions. | 

Q. You ſpoke of charity as the 
third branch of Chriſtianity. What 
mean you by charity? 1 

A. Love to Gop, and to our neigh- 
bour. * 
Q. What is the effect of this love 
to Gop, and to our neighbour? | 

A. A godly, righteous, and ſober 
life.  Þ 
24 What is impled in a godly Wl 
life? | 


a Gop, 


A. Not only a belief cha the | s 


[ 21 ] 
a Gop, but a pleaſure and ſatisfaction 
in that perſuaſion. 

Q. Why does it imply a pleaſure 
and ſatisfaction in that perſuaſion ? 
QA. Becauſe none can be ſaid to 
love Gop, who are not pleaſed with 


”—  — LC 


the perſuaſion, that there is in the 
- IE univerſe, a Being perfectly wiſe, and 
„good, and of infinite power. 
8 Q. Therefore if there be any who 
x wiſh Thas there were no ſuch Being in 
1 | nature, or would fain perſuade them- 
e ſelves or others that there is none, 
] i ſuch perſons cannot poſſibly be " 


poſed to love Gop ? 
e A. Moſt certainly they cannot. 
t Q. But is it not alſo our duty to 
fear God ? 
A. Undoubtedly. 
2. How then can we love him? 
e Are fear and love compatible affec- 
tions in regard to the ſame object? 
rd ; A. If you mean by fear, a ſervile 
dread of the Deity, as a wrathful, 
/ inexorable Being, rigorous and ex- 
tream to mark what is done amiſs, 
5s ſuch a fear is hardly compatible with 
1 a love 


| 22 ] 
a love for him. But this fear is un- 
reaſonable, and by no means part of 
our r duty. 

What fear then is our duty? 


A. A fear of entering into, or 


continuing in any courſes, which we 


may reaſonably think are unpleaſing 


to Gap. Which fear of Gop is ſo 
far from being incompatible with our 


love of him, that it naturally ſprings | 


from it. For who fears not to diſ- 
pleaſe : or, if at any time he has diſ- 
leaſed, is not deſirous of a recon- 


ciliation with the perſon he has a love 


for ? 
Q. What does godlineſs imply 
further ? 


A. A truſt in Gop, or a 8 con⸗ 
fidence that he will make all things 
work together for good to thoſe who 
love him. Which confidence will 
not only make us contented and 


chearful in a proſperous and healthy 
ſtate, but patient under afflictions, 


as believing that it may be good for 


us to be afflicted, and turn out upon 
the whole to our advantage. 


Q. Does 


V 


P 
P 
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Does not godlineſs imply alſo 
N and adoration 2. 
A. Moſt certainly. 
Q. How is God to be 8 
A. In ſpirit and in truth. 
Q. How may we ſo worſhip him? 
A. By offering up to him, with- 
out any mixture of idolatry and ſu- 
perſtition, the ſacrifices of prayer, 
praiſe, and thankſgiving; not with 
lip- ſervice merely, but from a ſincere 
and honeſt heart. | 
Q. How. often eien we to offer 
up theſe ſacrifices ? 
A. In public, at leaſt eyery Lord's 
day; and we ought to begin and end 
with prayer every day, in private. 
And beſides theſe ſet times of public 
ö and private devotion, every bleſſing. 
ue receive, every affliction we- ſuffer, 
4 4 every inſtance of divine wiſdom, 
q mercy and goodneſs, which occurs to 
zus, will adminiſter to thoſe who love 
God, daily and hourly. occaſion to 
8 exerciſe one or other of theſe duties. 
Q. What more are the effects of 2. 


9 LES 
A. Honour 


perſtition. 


[ 24 
A. Honour to God's name, and | 
to his word, and to his ordinances. | 
What mean you by God's or- | 
dinances't ? I 
A. Thoſe rites and ceremonies 7 
which our Bleſſed Saviour, who acted 
in all things by authority from the 
Father, has inſtituted and ordained. | 
Particularly theſe two plain and eaſy | 
rites, Baptiſm and the Lord's-ſupper; | 
I might add alſo the offering up of | 
our prayers to God the Father, in 
the name of our only Mediator, 
Chriſt Jeſus. Theſe ordinances, to | 
fay the leaſt of them, are uſeful and MF; 
expedient, to keep up the belief and 
practice of Chriſtianity. For had they 
not been appointed, or ſhould hh A 
grow into diſuſe amongſt us, we might 
in time forget our Saviour, and ut- 
terly loſe our religion. And ſhould 
Chriſtianity once be loſt amongſt us, 
we ſoon loſe even natural religion, and 
fall into the grofleſt idolatry and ſu- 


Q. How may we honour theſe or- 
dinances ? 
| A. By 


251 
A. By the diligent, devout, and 


thank ful obſervance of them. 


. You ſpoke of honour due to 


God's name: How is that to be per- 


formed by us? 


A. By never taking any falſe oath, 


nor ſwearing in our common dif- 


courſe, nor uling his holy name light- 


3 ly in any reſpect. 


Therefore thoſe men who are 
addicted, in their common diſcourſe, 


to ſwearing and curſing, are not 


godly? 
A. How ſhould they? ? when they 


impiouſly make light of God's dil- 


pleaſure, in careleſsly and proudly 
perſiſting in the practice of a fin ſo 


manifeſtly uſeleſs, and moſt expreſs- 
ly forbidden in Holy Scripture. 


Q. What is honour to God's 


ord-? 


A. Such veneration for the Holy 


Scriptures, as will not ſuffer us to 
2 {ight, ridicule, and make a jeſt of 


them; but will diſpoſe us to conſult 
chem with care and ſincerity, as a 


D rule 


1 
rule of faith and practice ſuperior to 
any other. 

Q. What think you of the clergy? 
Does not godlineſs include a venera- 
tion for them too ? Y 

A. Undoubtedly for their fungi. 
on, and conſequently for the perſons | 
of thoſe Clergymen, who diſgrace} 
not their holy function by vicious 
lives, or by rebellious, or ſlaviſn, or 
perſecuting principles ? | 

Q. What reſpect do you think ! 1518 < 
due to the function of the Clergy ? | 

A. A reſpect great enough to in- 
duce us to conſider the profeſſion of 
a Clergyman, not only as honour-| 
able enough to raiſe a perſon of low 
birth and ſmall fortune above the 
rank of the common people, and roll 
recommend him to the reſpe&tfulY 
notice of perſons of the firſt quality, 
but alſo of ſuch importance as to add b 
a luſtre to any, who ſhall enter on it, 


Ls — 


of how great quality ſoever, provided 
they diſgrace not their holy calling 
* bad practices, or * ſuchunreaſon-l 
, able, 


eee 


9 
able, dangerous, and wicked prin- 


ciples, as ] have already mentioned. 
What is due to the perſons of 


| Clergymen! 2 


A. Not only fair and civil uſage, 


„but an high efteem for them, for 


their works ſake, and ſuch a grate- 
ful and tender concern for the wel- 
tare of them and theirs, as is in- 
conliftent with thoſe frauds which 
are too often put in practice, to the 


Ldiſtreſſing of the moſt diligent, vir- 


tuous, and pious. 
Does not godlineſs imply ſome- 
thing more than all this ? 
A. Yes, it implies farther, ſuch an 
hearty zeal for the glory of Gop, as 


| may make us defirous of promoting 
true piety and virtue; a ſincere pre- 
ference of good men to bad, without 
reſpect of perſons, or regard to rank 
or fortune; a diſpoſition to forego 


any ſort of advantage, or to ſuffer 


any loſs, or endure any affliction, ra- 
cher than diſobey Gop ; and laſtly, a 


deſire and earneſt endeavour to imi- 


© tate him in his purity and goodneſs, 


D-2 1 5 as 
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as far as the frailty of our corrupt 
nature will permit us. : 
Q. How may we beſt kindle the 
love of God in our hearts? I 
A. I know not any way ſo likely, 1 
as by contemplating often the marks 
of his loving kindneſs, obſervable in 
the numerous bleſſings which Gop 
has graciouſſy beſtowed upon us, Even 
in this life; in his promiſe of un- 
ſpeakably greater in a life to come; 
in the conditions upon which he offers 
us eternal happineſs; which condi- 
tions are reaſonable in every reſpect, 
and have an admirable tendency even 
to our temporal eaſe and welfare. 
But what think you of peſti- 
lence; famine andearthquakes? A h, 
as they are natural evils, muſt befal 
men by the will of God, and often 
make a moft dreadful havock, de- 
ſtroying promiſcuouſly both good and 
bad. Do not theſe ſeem to derogate 
from the . of the Supreme 
Being? 2 
A. By no means. For though 
they deftroy promiſcuouſly both * f 
and 
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and bad men, yet they put it not out 
of the power of God, amply to re- 
compenſe the good and virtuous, 
which he has promiſed 1n Holy 
Scripture. And it no way derogates 
from Gop's goodneſs, that ſome men 
ſhould endure ſhort ſufferings upon 
earth, to be recompenſed hereafter 
with an exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. 

Very true. But we are taught 
chat not all men will be happy here- 
after; on the contrary, that many 


will be unſpeakably miſerable. Has 


not ſuch a doctrine a tendency to- 
wards leſſening our love to Gop? 
A. No reaſonable one ſurely, if 


we do but conſider that none but 


obſtinate and impenitent ſinners will 
be miſerable hereafter: that the moſt 
wicked men will be pardoned, who 
repent and turn from their wicked- 
neſs; in which good work the holy 
ſpirit of Gon is ever ready to aſſiſt 
them ; and that to hate, and conſe- 
quently to puniſh all unrighteouſneſs 

| 3 in 


| [ 30 ] 
in thoſe who will not ſtrive to forſake 
it, is but ſuitable to the nature of a 
Being of abſolute purity and perfec- 
tion. 
Q. Vouf ok of living righteouſly 
as another branch of charity. What 
is it to live righteouſly ? - 
A. To perform all thoſe duties 
which proceed from love to our 
neighbour. 
Q. Who 1s our neighbour ? 
A. Any one whom we have any 
concern with, whether kinſman or 
ahen, ſtranger or acquaintance, fo- 
reigner, or one of the fame town, 
city, or nation. 
Therefore love to our neigh- 
bour implies love to man in general? 
A. It does ſo. 

What are the fruits of this 
love ? 
A. Innocence and benevolence in 
reſpect of all men whatſoever ; be- 
ſides particular duties reſulting from 
each one's ſtation in life, and from 
the ſeveral relations we bear to one 


another: 3 


Hex 
= 
3 
3 


«a*%* it 4 «._ 4 


= ? 


another; in which duties true love 


to our neighbour will not ſuffer us 
to be deficient. 
What ſtations and relations are 


_ Which require particular duties? 


The principal are theſe: the 
3 ſubſiſting between magiſtrate 


and ſubject; between huſband and 


wife, parents and children; bre- 
thren, kinsfolk, friends and acquain- 


tance, maſters and ſervants; and the 


different ſtations of high and low, 
rich and poor; betwixt all whom 
there are duties ſuited to their ſeveral 
relations and conditions. 

Q. What is the duty of the Prince 
or magiſtrate ? 

A. To rule with clemency, to ad- 


miniſter juſtice without reſpect of 


perſons, and truly to ſeek the eaſe 


and welfare of the ſubject. 


Q. What of the ſubject?ʒ̃ 
A. To ſubmit himſelf to every or- 


dinance of man for the Lord's ſake, 


whether it be to the king, as ſu- 
preme, or unto governors appointed 
"ny him, (not as arbitrary tyrants, 
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welfare, both temporal and ſpiritual, 


t 32 3 


and unjuſt and cruel oppreſſors) but 
for the puniſhment of evil doers, and 


for the praiſe of them that do well. 
Q, What is the duty of the huſ- 


A, Not to teaze and vex the wife, 
and ſurlily lord it over her, but to uſe 
her in a friendly manner as an equal; 
not to treat her with coldneſs or in- 


difference; not to let her ſuffer want 


or any evil chat he can guard her 
from, but to love, cheriſh, and pro- 
vide for her to the utmoſt of his 
ower. © 
Q. What of the wife? 
A. To endeavour by all reaſonable 
means to pleaſe and make herſelf a- 


greeable to her huſband, to con- 
ſult his intereſt, and in prudence as 
well as duty, rather to ſubmit, than 
ever to contend with him for the 
maſterſhip. : 


Q. What is the duty of parents? 
A. To provide for their children's 


inſtructing them carefully in their 
duty to Gop and man, reproving 
their 


E 


0 r R * 4 
SU A TH TI INS EASE EC GR Lge Le we he? 
bs; LES TY 2 1 e £5 


2 —_— 


„ 


— 
3 FFF 2 2 ho 
7 


1 
their faults, correcting what they find 
amiſs in their temper and inclinations, 
and training them up in a courſe of 
honeſt induſtry. . 

Q. What of children? 

A. To honour their parents, and 
obey them in all things that are juſt 
and reaſonable. And if their parents 


are in want, or any ways diſtreſs'd, 


to aſſiſt, comfort, and relieve them to 
the utmoſt of their power. 
What are the duties of brethren, 
kinsfolk, friends and acquaintance ? 
A. To be courteous, innocently 
obliging, and kind, in honour pre- 


N one another. 


Q. What is the duy of maſters? 
A. Not to tyrannize over, or uſe ill 
their ſervants, not to let them alone 
in any wickedneſs and debauchery, 
but to ſee that they behave ſoberly ; 
to take care of them in ſicknels, and 
to give unto them what 1 is juſt and 
equal. © 
. What of ſervants | 

A. To ſerve their maſters with di- 


ligence and honeſt Been good 
will 
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1 
will doing ſervice, not only when 
they have an eye over them, but al- 
ſo in their abſence. 

What is the duty of the great 
and wealthy towards thoſe who are 
inferior, or in low or poor circum- 
ſtances? 

A. To treat them with humanity 
and condeſcenſion, to pity and relieve 
the diſtreſſed with a chearful and 
ready mind, without bitterly upbraid- 
ing any with ſuch ſervices as they do 
them. 

Q. What of thoſe who are in low 
or poor circumſtances ? 

A. To learn and labour truly to 
get their own living, without envy- 
ing their ſuperiors, or aiming, by any 


| iniquity, to better their own condi- 


tion. | 
But let us conſider the fruits 
of "A to man in general what mean 
you by innocence ? 
A. A torbearing to injure, or un- 


_ juſtly to grieve any man. 


Q. By how many ways may our 
neighbour be grieved or injured ? 
ä 


13 


A. By various in many reſpects; 
in reſpect of his perſon, goods, and 
reputation; and in reſpect alſo of his 
relations. 
| Q. What injuries 1s he liable to 
ſuffer in perſon ? 

A. Murther, and other injuries, 
ſuch as maiming, mutilating, bruiſ- 
ing, or beating; or any other con- 
tumelious bodily treatment. 

What is murder? 


A. The taking away the life of 


any man, without law, or without 
e, 

Q. How many ways are there of 
committing this crime? 

A. A man may commit a murder 
either by his own hand, or by the 
hand of an aſſaſſin, hired by him, 
or any way perſuaded to ſuch an in- 
human act; or by accuſing any one 


falſely and maliciouſiy of ſome capi- 


tal crime. 

Q. Are thoſe only to be accounted 
murderers, who take away the lives 
of men by one or other of the ways 
which you ſpeak of ? 

A. No 


[36] 
A. No ſurely; Thoſe men are 
little or no better, who by inhuman 
and cruel uſage, as well ſhorten as 
make miſerable the lives of thoſe who 


lie at their mercy. 
Q. May not a man in ſome cir- 


ſight of Gop, although he has never 
committed the fact? 


ſon who would kill a man if he dared 
to do it, or were able; or who- 
ſoever engages in a duel, by which 
a man runs a riſque either of killing 
his neighbour, or being unjuſtly ſlain 
himſelf, and ſo becoming acceſſary 
to his own death; and all thoſe who 
go upon any unlawful enterprizes, 
ſuch as robberies, deer-ſtealing, ſmug- 
gling, or any the like wicked and il- 
5 5 practices. 
- Q. But ſome of theſe adventurers 
have probably no deſign to ſhed the 
blood of any man, and how then 
can you conſider theſe men as mur- 
' therers-? 
A. But their deſign is, moſt pro- 
8 | bably 


cumſtances be a murtherer in the 


A. Undoubtedly, ſuch is the per- 


974 
bably to make reſiſtance, if any ſhall 
oppoſe them in their unlawful at- 
tempts; and in ſo doing, they may 
poſſibly kill one or other of their aſ- 
ſailants; and the man, who being 
himſelf in an illegal and bad cauſe. 
kills his oppoſer, though to avoid 
being taken and put to death him- 
| ſelf, commits a murder undoubtedly. 
And what 1s he better than a murther- 
er, who engages in ſuch practices as 
may draw him into a murther before 
he ſleeps ? 5 8 
Q. Are there not other practices 
leading to this miſchief ? 

A. Ves; cruel wounding, bruil- 
ing and beating out of malice or re- 
venge, or out of vain-glory. And 
even frolicks of a dangerous kind, of 
which ſome may poſſibly prove fatal 
to a neighbour; for whoſe life and 
health we ought to have a regard fo 
tender, as to avoid doing to him any 
thing which may in the leaſt endanger 
either. | 
Q. Wherein lies the ſin of mur- 
ther ? 4 
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A. In the contempt and cruel ha- 
tred ſhewn in it to our fellow-crea- 
ture; in the rebellion committed in 
it againſt the cleareſt law of nature, 


which requires us not to deſtroy, but | 
to protect and help each other; in 


the irreparable injury done in it to 
our neighbour, in taking from him 
that which we cannot reſtore or make 
him the leaſt amends for. In a word, 
it is the higheſt tranſgreſſion of this 
charitable and good precept, Thou 
ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. 

What is it to injure a Perſon 
in his poſſeſſions ? 

A. Either openly to invade his 
property by robbery, or ſome bare- 
faced oppreſſion, or ſecretly to do 
wrong to him by ſtealing, cheating, 
or-taking advantage of his neceſſities, 
or of his ignorance, or unſuſpecting 
generous nature, Whereas on the 
contrary, we ought to be ſo cautious 
of injuring any in their properties, as 
rather to run a riſque of being loſers 


ourſelves, than of doing any wrong 


to another, either by taking away 
what 


[ 39] 


what belongs to him, or by keeping 


to our own "uſe, what he may have a 


right (for aught we Know) 1n point 
of equity to receive from us; whether 
ie knows of it or no, or can obtain 
it by the law of the land. 

Q. How may a neighbour be in- 


Juren in his reputation? 


A. By ſlander or calumny, or falſe 
ſtories to his diigrace or prejudice, 


either maliciouſly or wantonly invent- 


ed, or raſhly reported after others; 

which we ought to be ſo far from do- 
ing, as to forbear the reporting of any 
man even the evil we know to be true, 


if it be not ſuch as juſtice requires us 


to diſcover. : 


Q. How may any One injure his 
neizhbour in his relations? 

A. By committing adultery. with 
his wite, or fornication with his daugh- 
ters or ſiſters, or any way corrupting 
the morals of his children or ſervants, 
or any who belong to him, and ſeduc- 
ing them from their duty. 

Wherein does the heinouſneſs 
of adultery conſiſt? 
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A. In the great miſchief it does in 


families, by cooling and alienating the 


allections of man and wife, by making 


it doubttul to the huſband whether his 
wife's children are his own or no, to 
the l-(fening, if not utterly deſtroying 
his paternal aflection; whereby thote 
who could help nothing may poſſibly 
be great ſufferers. 

W herein cf fornication ? 

A Partly in the diſgrace and in- 
famy brought by it, eſpecially upon 
the woman; the proſpect of which 1s 
often ſo dreadful, as to make her en- 
deavour to avoid it by an unnatural 
murcer, by deſtroying the fruit of her 
own body, either before or after the 
birth. 

Q. Now in ſuch a cafe, is not the 
man acceſſary to the murder? 

A. In a great meaſure, without 
doubt; becauſe he knew not but that 
their criminal converſation might in- 
duce the woman, by ſo unnatural an 
act, to ſeek to hide her own ſhame, 
as the like ſin in others has often been 
the occaſion of ſo bloody a practice. 


5 But 


I'S 


I 


Q. But fuppoting this does not hap- 


pen, may not the fin of fornication be 


greatly aggravated by ſome circum- 


itances ? 


A. Undoubtedly. And perhaps the 


greateſt aggravation of it, is a cruel 


neglect of the iſſue of their unlawful 
embraces ; whereby the innocent child 
is made, by the unnatural parents, a 
ſufferer for the crime which they had 


committed. 
As to the crime of fornication 


itſelf, are not the man and the woman 


equally guilty ? 

A. Excepting that the ates 
which, we may ſuppoſe, is generally 
the man, 1s by much the greater of- 
fender; though the partial world lays 
the infamy almoſt wholly upon the wo- 
man. In other reſpects, both of them, 
as co-operating, in the fame ſin, muſt 
be equally guilty. 

Q. When a man and woman, with- 
out matrimony, cohabit as man and 
wife, what think you of their practice? 

A. That it ſeems to want the bleſ⸗ 
ling of Gop, it being for the gene- 
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always ignominious to the woman. 
And as marriage is 3 where ho- 
| nourable, and generally proſperous, to 
prefer to it ſuch a ſcandalous cohabi- 
tation, argues a ſtrange and ſinful per- 
yerſenels. 

In reſpect to thoſe ines who 
never injure or affront us; we ought 
undoubtedly to be inoffenſive. But 
how ſhould we behave to thoſe who hate 
and miſuſe us? May we not revenge 
ourſelves ? May we not make repri— 
ſals? and treat them at leaſt as ill as 
they do us ? 

A. By no means. 

Q. Why not ? 

A. ifany man ſhould hurt your re- 
putation by any malicious and falſe ac- 
cuſation, this cannot juſtify you in ac- 
culing him falſely, or treating him with 
any other real injuſtice. 

Q. So that you think it is not right 
to give pain and trouble to a neigh- 
bour, upon any account or provoca- 
tion whatſoever ? 

A No truly, I do not think ſo. For 
although 


rality unproſperous to the man, and 


JJ TTT 
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alchough no man would willingly ſuf- 
fer puniſhinent, it is nevertheleſs the 
duty of parents, and of any who have 
the care of children, to chaſtiſe and 


puniſh them, as often as it is expedi- 


ent, to amend and make them order- 


ly. And other offenders may juſtly: 


be puniſhed to the ſame end, by ſtripes, 
fine, and impriſonment, as the quality 


of their crimes may deſerve, and the 


law direct. 

Q. Are we allowed then to puniſh 
upon no other conſideration than with 
a view to the amendment of the offend- 
ing party? 

A. Neither is this my opinion. We 
may certainly act in defence of our 
lives, or even of our goods, againſt 
any who would unjuſtly deprive 1 us of 
either. 
innocent perſon from the violent aſ- 
ſaults of wicked men. We may, and 
| ſometimes it may be our duty to ſtand 

up for the public ſafety ; and all this 
not only to the pain and loſs, but in 
ſome cales to the undoing and death of 
our 
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our adverſaries, if no peace, or reaſon- 
able ſecurity can be had without it. 
Q. But we are commanded to love 
our enemies. And how 1s this con- 
ſiſtent with killing, undoing, or in- 
flicting pains and penalties ? all which 
1n fome caſes you ſeem to approve of ? 
A. Our love to our enemies is fuf- 
ficiently expreſs'd by us in this follow- 
ing behaviour; in doing them no in- 
Juſtice, in not puniſhing any to grati- 
fy our anger, in not refuſing to per- 
form for them ſuch good offices as 
are in our power, without injuring 
others, or neglecting ſuch as deſerve 
better of us. But ſhould we be ſo ten- 
der of hurting our enemies, as rather to 
let them alone to the deſtruction or de- 
triment, either of our country, or of our 
ſelves, or of any innocent perſon, this 
were to love our enemies better than 
ourſelves, or innocent neighbours, or 
even our own country ; but ſuch an at- 
fection for our enemies is unnatural, 
and no where required of us. 

Q. But you would not willingly re- 
ceive 
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[ 45 ] 
ceive yourſelf any trouble or pain from 
others ? 

A. And therefore I would give to 
no man juſt occaſion to inflict any. 
But as I would wiſh to be protected 
myſelf from the attacks and inſults of 
unrealonable and bloody men, to pro- 
tect or alt others againſt ſuch, is only 
to do as I would be done unto. And 
if I may juſtly proſecute the unjuſt and 
cruel, 1n order to protect and fave the 
innocent, why not for the defence or 
 preſ=rvation of me or mine. 

Q. What things do you hold to be 
juſtly puniſhable i in any perſon ? 

A. Only ſuch actions as are crimi- 
nal, or at leaſt vicious. 

. What think you of wrong o- 
pinions 3 ? How are TA to be encoun- 
tered ?. TT 

A. What wrong opinions meanyou? 
any wrong opinions whatſoever ? 

Q. Wrong opinions in matters of 
religious conſideration; for ſuch are of 
oreateſt conſequence. 


A. Were I to adviſe in this caſe, I 
ſhould 
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and candid reaſoning. 

But ſuppoſing a perſon in error 
ſhould be ſo obſtinate, that fairly rea- 
ſoning with him will work in him no 
reformation ; might not ſome {everi- 
ties in that caſe be very whole ſome:; 
A. I could wiſh that no man ho 
is a peaceable and good ſubject, ſhould 
ſuffer the leaſt ſeverities even for real 
errors in religion, for the wrath of man 
worketh not the righteouſneſs of Gop ; 
and to endeavour to reduce men by 
p-1ns and penalties, even to the true 
religion, upon a juſt and full aſſurance 
that it is the true religion, is, I am 
fully perſuaded, little or no better 
4 (if I may ſo expreſs myſelf) to 
call in the Devil to Gop's aſſiſtance. 
Q. Then let thoſe who are in error 
keep their opinions to themſelves. For 
if they offer to teach and propagate 
their wrong notions, what reaſon can 
any one alledge againſt their being ſe- 
verely puniſhed ? 5 

A. Here we ought to conſider the 
nature 


ſhould recommend nothing but fair 
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nature of the opinions. . Should any 
man enthuſiaſtically endeavour either 
by word or writing to engage men in 
traitorous plots and conſpiracies, or 
ſhould his erroneous notions lead him 


to recommend any vicious and immo- 


ral practices, a priſon, or a mad-houle 
might be a proper place for him, or 
he might delerve even capital puniſh- 
ment. But I would not with any one 


to have the leaſt hand in inflicting any 
pains or penalties on any, whole doc- 


trines are neither traitorous nor immo- 
ral, notwithſtanding that they mant- 


feſtly err in many points, or even ſe- 


parate themſelves from a religion in 
every article true, and allo eſtabliſh'd 
by the law of our country. 

But is not puniſhment very juſt- 
ly due to thoſe men, who make it their 
buſineſs to draw men off from the true 
faith ? 

A. To allow this would be to juſti- 
fy perſecution in falſe religions, where 
ſuch are by law eſtablifh'd. For if it be 
once laid down for a rule, that thoſe 


eftabhih'd Churches which are fo hap- 
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[ 43 ] 
py as to be in the right, may in- 
flict puniſhments on ſuch men as en- 


deavour to propagate a wrong be- 
lief, all who do but imagine that they 
themſelves are in the right faith, 


will fancy that they have a right to 
(and whenever they have. it in their 
power will) puniſh ſuch as dare open- 
ly to differ from them; and as man- 
kind is ſo prone to err, that it falls 


out in moſt places, that more are miſ- 


taken, in many points of religion, 
than are in the right, to eſtabliſh ſuch 
a maxim would be, in effect, to let 


looſe the weak and injudicious (than 


whom, generally ſpeaking, none are 
more poſitive, nor any more furious) 
to worry and deſtroy the wiſeſt and 
beſt of men. 


What courſe then ought we to 
take with thoſe men who oppoſe us in 


any religious opinion? 

A. Fairly to conſider wherein they 
differ from us, and carefully to examine 
their opinions; whether they be, or 
be not erroneous; and if they appear 


to us erroneous, whether or no they 


2 9 


E 


be dangerous. If they are dangerous, 


as Atheiſm, Deiſm, and Popery, are 
undoubtedly, it were good either to 
ſhun the converſation of ſuch men as 


would inculcate theſe bad doctrines, or, 
if we are able, to expoſe their falſnood 
and pernicious tendency, in order to diſ- 


ſuade as many as we can from em- 


bracing or continuing in ſuch hurtful 


errors, But if the errors are no worſe 


than what are conſiſtent with ſuch a 
belief in CHRIST JEsus, as may lead 


to, or is joined with the practice of a 
good life, we ought not to eſtrange 
ourſelves from thoſe who hold ſuch in- 
nocent errors, but to receive them as 
brethren or fellow-chriſtians. 

Q. You ſpoke alſo of benevolence 


as an effect of love to our neighbour z 


what are the fruits of benevolence ? 


A. Good wiſhes to mankind in ge- 


neral; a diſpoſition to oblige, as much 
as we can innocently, and to do good 
according to our ſeveral abilities. 


Q. Does not love to Gop and our 


neighbour take in all charity ? 
A. — 
F Q. And 
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001. 
And he loves Gop and his 
neighbour who leads a righteous and 
eoay Wer © 
A. He does ſo. 
| =, Why then are we required to 
oberly, as well as righteouſly and 
oodly ? 
A. Becauſe we cannot without ſo- 
briety be truly godly and righteous. 
In what does ſobriety conſiſt ? 
AK In the moderation and due 


government of our appetites. and paſ- 


ions. 
. 1 What mean you by our ap- 


petites? : 
A. Our love of things in themſelves 


deſirable; ſuch as life, reputation, 


riches, quiet, caſe and pleaſure. 


What 1s it to moderate our love 


of thing g deſirable ? 


A. Not to fet upon them a greater 
value than they deſerve, or is con- 
ſiſtent with our duty to Gop and 
man. 

Q. What value io we juſtly ſet 
upon life ? 

A. So great a one, as not to hazard 
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it in- vain- glorious enterprizes; nor 
peeviſhly or diſcontentedly to do any 
thing to get rid of it; for this is in- 
| conſiſtent * with that reſignation, which 
we owe to the will of Gop; nor care- 
leſly to neglect our health and ſafety. 
But not ſuch as to be too careful and 
ſolicitous about living; much leſs 
ought we to endeavour to preſerve lite 
at any time with the loſs of innocency 
and a good conſcience, or of a juſt and 
fair reputation, 

Q. Therefore you think that a juſt 
and fair reputation is more valuable 
even than life itſelf ? 

A. I do ſo. 

Qi. And yet you condemn duelling: 

a practice dangerous to life indeed, 
but now- a-days very reputable. Were 
it not better to fight a man at the hazard 


of one's own life, than to incur the 


imputation of cowardice, by refuſing 
a challenge, or taking an affront 1 
tiently ? 

A. By no means ; for if duelli ng 
ſeem reputable, it is ſo only in the 
opinion of the impious deſpiſers of all 
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laws, divine and human. And to 
covet the eſteem of ſuch wicked men, 
in ſeeking to procure which, you may 
probably ruin both body and foul, ar- 
gues a love of tame unſpeakably beyond 
all bounds of moderation ; but our 
love of fame and reputation ought to 
be moderated, as well as other appetites. 
How ſhould we moderate our 
love of fame and reputation? 
A. In ſuch a manner as never to 
ſeek it by any ſinful or fooliſh prac- 
tices; not to venture life or limb for 
no better purpoſe than to ſhew our 
courage, ſtrength or agility ; nor to aim 
at the praiſe or applauſe of men, by 
any practice that is really ſinful. 
Q. What value may we juſtly ſet 
upon riches ? 

A. A value ſo great as induſtriouſly 
to ſeek, and frugally uſe them; but 
not ſo extravagant as to endeavour to 


get them by any fraud or iniquity, or 


to lay them up too charily, ſo as not 
to enjoy them ourſelves, or not to do 
any good to others; nor to repine and 


think our lot hard, if we happen to 
| be 
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be ſo ſituated, that our induſtrious 
labours and honeſt endeavours will 
only procure us food and raiment, but 
to be contented and thankful for theſe 
bleſſings. 

CF What upon quiet ? 

A. So great a value, as not unjuſt- 
ly, unreaſonably, or unneceſſariiy to 
provoke any; but we muſt take care 
not to prize it more than truth and 
Juſtice, like thoſe who for fear of loſing 
their quiet, dare not to declare truth, 
when properly called upon, nor detect 
the guilty, when juſtice requires it. 
Theſe things we ſhould at all times be 
ready to perform, what hatred or ill- 
will ſoever we may incur by it. 

Q. How 9 we to value our 
4 ? 
A. So highly as not prignaptjlly 
to meddle or make in other mens af- 
fairs, nor to be litigious in our own'; 


but not ſo as indolently to neglect the 

welfare of ourſelves or families, or not 
to care for the trouble of doing ſuch 
acts of juſtice and benevolence, as 


it is in our power to perform. 
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3 Q What ought to be our value for 
pleaſure? : 

AA. Such as may incline us fo to uſe 


1 the bleflings of this life, as not to 
aa abuſe them; but not ſo extravagant as 


to induce us either by .luxury, or in- 
temperance, or an immoderate purſuit 
of ſports and paſtimes, or by mere idle- 
neſs, (the great pleaſure of ſome men) 
either to diſtreſs our families, or to 
injure or impair our own health and 
ſenſes, or to indulge any appetite to 
the hurt or diſhonour of our neigh- 
—_— 7 TO 

Q. What are our paſſions ? 

A. Thoſe: emotions of the mind, 
which are excited by good or evil, 
either preſent or future; ſuch as love, 
Joy, anger, grief, hope, fear. 

Q. How is love to be moderated ? 
A. In not fuffering it.to lead us, 
as it often does fond lovers, into ſinful 
compliances;” or into. fooliſh indul- 
gences, like ſome weak and filly pa- 
rents, who humour their children to 
their deſtruction; nor to make us in- 
PWW conſolable, 
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conſolable, if it pleaſe Gop to take. 9 
from us the beloved object. nt 
. How muſt we moderate our joy? « 

A. So as not to ſuffer the receipt of 
any bleſſing to make us haughty and 
arrogant, and look down with con» 
tempt upon thoſe who appear to us 
leſs happy. ? 
. How our anger? 2 

A. By guarding againſt anger with- 4 
0 


out cauſe, or upon trivial occaſions, 
and not yielding to a peeviſh and que- 
rulous ſpirit; by not ſuffering our 
anger, upon any account, to lead uus 
into cruelty or revenge, or into ſinful 
words and actions; and above all! 
things, by not cheriſhing an unfor-* 
giving or relentleſs temper. _. 3 

Q. How our grief? p 90 

A. By endeavouring to bear with $ 
| patience any affliction or loſs WICH 
may befal us. : 

Q. How are we to moderate our 
hopes! ? 

A. By not depending much upon 
uncertainties, nor deſpairing of what 


good we may reaſonably with and ſeek 
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for: And in caſe of any trouble, by 
not cowardly giving way to deſpond- 
ing fears, nor by vainly and preſump- 
tuouſly looking for deliverance, or 
any good or advantage, without the 
uſe of Proper means "oe endeavours 
to obtain it. | 

Q. How our fears ? 

A. By reſtraining a diſpoſition to 
be fool-hardy, or needleſly adventu- 
rous; by prudently guarding againſt 
any evils to which indolence may ex- 
poſe us; without harbouring an un- 
eaſy dread of any trouble that is un- 
avoidable, or what may poſſibly never 
befal us; and without timorouſly de- 
clining danger or death, if at any time 
true glory - ſhould call us to the en- 
counter. 

By what means may we moſt 
eaſily moderate and govern theſe ap- 
petites and paſſions ? 

A. By ſearching and examining our 
own hearts; particularly how we ſtand 
affected to theſe three roots of all the 
evil perhaps that is committed in the 
Wm, pride, avarice, and ſenſuality ; 
| and 
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and by endeavouring to. mortify ang __ 


deſtroy theſe ſinful and corrupt af- 
fections? „ 

Q. What is pride? 

A. An extravagant opinion of our 
own worth and excellence; the effects 
of which are ſelf-conceit, a paſſionate 
or peeviſh, moroſe or churliſh temper; 
ſuch a contempt of our fellow crea- 
tures, as not to care what the wor- 
thieſt think of us, nor to regard whom 
we affront, and whom we 1njure : an 
inſolent and impious behaviour in prof 
perity, and impatience under any af- 
fiction? 

. How may we beſt mortify this 
ſinful affection? wy 
A. I know no better way, than by 

a willingneſs to ſearch after and detect 
it in ourſelves. And as we ſhould 
look upon any of theſe bad qualities 
which I have now mentioned, as marks 
of it in another perſon, when we find 
the fame 1n ourſelves, we cannot rea- 
ſonably deny them to be ſymptoms of 
the ſame diſtemper of mind in us. And 


he who once ſees and acknowledges 
his 
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} - 4 his Bolte, will hardly fail of amend- 


"ment, if he does but endeavour ar it, 


and humbly crave the divine aſſiſtance. | 


What is avarice ? 
A. An immoderate love of money, 


inducing us to ſeek it even by unjuſt 
means, or not ſuffering us to do good 


with it, or making us diſcontented in 


moderate or in low circumſtances. 


Q. How may we beſt mortify this 


corrupt affection ? 


A. By conſidering how uneſſential . 
to happineſs more wealth is than is ne- 


ceſſary to procure us the common con- 


veniences and comforts of life; with 
which, if we cannot enjoy ourſelves, 
no portion of riches will content us. 

Q. What is ſenſuality ? 

A. Too great a fondneſs for ſenſual 
or bodily pleaſures, ſuch as eating, 
drinking, and pleaſures of the amorous 
kind. To which may be added, an 
exceſſive indulgence in ſports and paſ- 
times, and in all the pleaſures of fight 
and hearing, ſo as to make them in- 
ſtead of recreations, the principal buſi- 


nels of our lives. 
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Q. How may we werf chis cot. | 
rupt affection ? | 
A. By conſidering how hurtful all. 
pleaſures are, when inordinate, either 
to our health, or wealth, or reputation. 
and ſome to all three; how injurious 
the unlawtul gratification of our luſt” 
is to others, as well as dangerous to 
our own health; how tragical it might 
poſſibly prove in its conſequences z. hy 
keeping of ourſelves for the moſt 
part uſefully employed, idleneſs being 
the nurſe of innumerable vices. 

Q. How does chan make for our 
happineſs? 7250 

A. By enabling us for the generality 
to paſs comfortably through this life, 
and by enſuring our happineſs in the 
world to come. 

Are not faith and hope alſo 
conducive to the ſame ends? 

A. Moſt certainly they are fo. 

Q. In what manner ? 

A. As they lead to charity; or to 
purity in ourſelves, and the practice 
of all duties to Gop and man. "i 

- Therefore of theſe three an bY. 

fait, 
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Hi, pe and charity, charity is the 


* 


Poſt excellent? 


i FA. Undoubredly it is ; though all 


three are neceſſary, and ſo cloſely con- 
nected, chat it were impoſſible to have 


one in any tolerable degree of per- 


ection, without having the other two. 


et us therefore endeavour after, and 
==continually pray for the encreaſe of 


Faith, hope, and charity; that we 
may obtain the precious promiſes of 
Go in CHRIST Jesvs. 
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